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2011 NYSWRC Conference Review, or is that 
óRevueô;é and óHello/Good-byeô  by Kelly Martin 
 
Our 2011 (31st) conference was a resounding success 
offering loads of fun and learning opportunities galore. 
As usual our speakers outdid themselves sharing their 
knowledge and information with an audience eager to 
learn. All weekend I kept thinking that surely 
something would go wrong simply because when you 
have so many people in one place with so much going 
on, something, even if only a little thing always goes 
wrong. But nothing did, at least not that I was aware of.   
 
Credit must be given to Steve and Amy Freiman for the 
planning and organization that goes into hotel 
arrangements, organization finances and the registration 
process. Cheryl Hoople works with the hotel to insure 
there are food choices to please one and all. Bev Jones 
and her SPCA crew organize and arrange all the labs 
with expert efficiency. Barb Hollands organizes the 
RVS course and the ñVet of the Yearò award; this 
year's winner is Dr. Christopher Elson. All board 
members, as well as other volunteers, keep things 
running smoothly as room monitors and wherever 
needed. John Satta and John Frink, our ódear Johnsô 
work so hard, up and down stairs, back and forth 
between rooms, as our AV gurus. There is no problem 
they can not troubleshoot. For our one fundraiser, our 
raffle and auction, we thank all members who donate 
items and Matt Zymanek for procuring so many 
additional items. And then there is the raffle and auction 
itself, the ñMatt and Patò show where Patrick Martin 
emcees and entertains. This year was especially fun 
when Patrick got to return 23 catatonic pink flamingos 
to speakers Erica Miller and Diane Nickerson, and our 
daughter Kate gave her version of the flamingo caper. 
(see note) And of course, there are our invaluable 
speakers. They offer a wealth of knowledge, are 
generous in their sharing of expertise and information, 
and are good sports too. Our heartfelt thanks to all who 
helped make this yearôs conference a success. 

Editorôs note: 

I welcome your articles, poems, information, questions and artwork.  We are pleased to print articles from our members, 
but caution each reader that NYSWRC is not responsible for the accuracy of the content or information provided, and 
does not necessarily endorse the policies proposed. Submissions should be sent to: nisseq@aol.com, or to NYSWRC, PO 
Box 62, Newcomb, NY 12852.                                                             



 

Conference Revue, continued 
Friday night this year gave us a special treat. We were 
entertained by fellow wildlife rehabilitators. Band 
manager and musician (also a NYSWRC member and 
past volunteer and performer at conferences), Joel 
Thomas, arranged music and lyrics for the SPCA Divas, 
Bev Jones, Cheryl Hoople, Jean Alden, and Sue 
Heighling, collectively known as The Beetles, or the Fab 
Four. They sang to the tunes of ñHELP!ò and ñHey 
Judeò, or in their case ñHey Loonò, but both songs with 
rehab-related lyrics. They dressed the part, played foam 
board guitars and banged on hat box drums. The lyrics 
were displayed so the audience could join in. They were 
Fabulous! Next up was Dr. Erica Miller presenting her 
comical ñPeep Showò.  Dr. Miller, having failed at her 
pink flamingo rehabilitation efforts, switched her work 
and research focus to caring for oiled peeps (yes, the 
Easter favorite ï marshmallow peeps). Next the 
entertainment took a serious turn, and we were treated to 
a fine performance by Molly Gallagher who played 
guitar and sang. To end the evening John Frink also 
played guitar and sang. John is not only an AV guru but 
is a bona fide folk musician, and we could have listened 
to him all night.  
 
And now for the óHello/Good-byeô part of this summary. 
This year NYSWRC says good-bye to two members of 
our Board of Directors. Both Steve Freiman and Rynda 
McCray are leaving our board after 6 years of service 
each. Rynda has been the primary member reviewing and 
tallying our conference evaluations and running our 
NYSWRC store. Steve served as Vice-President and 
organized our board meetings (kept me on time and in 
line) and served as conference co-chair. We can not 
thank them enough for their service to our organization 
and are pleased that both promise to remain active. With 
that, we also welcome two new members to our board, 
Ginnie Fratti, Wildlife Rescue Center of the Hamptons, 
and Ellen Kallish, Ravensbeard Wildlife Center in 
Saugerties. Thank you to those leaving and thank you to 
those joining us! 
  
 Note on the óFlamingo Caperô ï For those of you not 
familiar with the genesis of this here is a brief summary. Dr. Erica 
Miller was the recipient of the 2009 NYSWRC ñVet of the Yearò 
award. Patrick Martin in his speech gave a heartfelt tribute to Dr. 
Miller for all her work with wildlife and wildlife rehabilitators.  Of 
course, as is his wont, he also included humor, mentioning Dr. 
Millerôs work on catatonic arrest in pink flamingos causing them to 
be found frozen in yards, and stated they are the state bird of NJ. This 
part sparked an interest in revenge on the part of Diane Nickerson, 
from NJ. While in the Albany area for the 2010 NWRA conference 
Diane and Erica sought their revenge. They abandoned 23 plastic 
(catatonic) pink flamingos in our yard. Our daughter, Kate, 
documented, as well as aided and abetted, this caper. At the 
NYSWRC conference, Patrick returned these birds to their rightful 
owners during the raffle. Upon our return home from conference, 
pulling into the drive, Patrick exclaimed ñAre those flamingos I see?ò 
So on and on it goes é 5 flamingos, two adorned with flamingo 
shower caps, were once again dumped on us. Or as Patrick puts it ï 
óthose criminals violated me again and trespassed and littered my 
space and who else knew about this?ò The pranksters went way out of 
their way home (to DE from Lake George via Berne) to leave those 
birds in our rural and remote location. Whatôs next? 
  

Earlier this summer, while boating on beautiful 
Lake Abanakee, my husband Don encountered several 
Common Loons swimming at the west end of the lake.  
Luckily, he had his camera with him, and he was able to 
get some great photographs of the loons.  One, however, 
appeared to be distressed, as it was shaking its head 
violently. Upon closer inspection, Don discovered that 
the loon had fishing line wrapped around its beak. 

 
As soon as he returned home, Don notified Dr. 

Nina Schoch, Wildlife Veterinarian, who coordinates the 
Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation.  He also 
contacted Ben Tabor, NYS DEC Region 5 Wildlife 
Technician. Photos of the bird were sent to both parties. 
Two attempts were made to locate the loon, but as far as 
we know, they were unsuccessful.  

 
One of the greatest threats to the safety and 

health of our waterfowl is fishing line and tackle 
carelessly discarded by fishermen. Fishing line can take 
600 years to decompose. Line wrapped around the beak 
can result in an inability to swallow, resulting in death by 
strangulation or starvation. If caught around legs or 
wings, it causes a tourniquet effect and loss of limbs. The 
bird is unable to fly or defend itself from predators. Often 
by the time they are caught, they are too ill to recover. 

 
How can we help?  If you see a loon in trouble, 

notify DEC, Dr. Nina Schoc (nina.schoch@briloon.org), 
or North Country Wild Care hotline (518 964-6740) for 
more information. Do not attempt to capture the bird. 

Volunteer for clean up at streams or beaches, and 
pick up any monofilament fishing line improperly 
discarded. 

Begin a fishing line recycling program. Erect 
PVC pipes, mounted vertically with the entrances 
covered, to hold fishing line. Go to: 
www.fishinglinerecycling.org for more information. 
 Print and display posters in areas where people 
fish.  Go to: www.helpwildlife.com for poster info. 

Loons in Trouble, by Nan Polunci 

                   photo by Don Polunci 
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Bev and Jeanôs Excellent Adventure, by Bev Jones 
Continued from the last issue of Release 

The final leg of Bevôs journey to several rehabilitation 
centers continues at The Raptor Trust, in Millington, NJ.     
We met with Cathy Malok who provided us with the 
Eagle eye view of their facility.  The center is locate on 
19 acres of wooded property.  The setting could not be 
more perfect.  Like Tri-State, they care for birds of all 
species and their admission numbers come close to 
4,000 per year. 

 
 

 
 

The Raptor 
Trust goes 
through great 
efforts to 
provide 
enrichment and 
aesthetically 
pleasing 
surroundings for 
their patients 
and education 
birds.   
 
Many of their 
large flight chambers are connected with 
tunnels to allow for an immense amount 
of flight space for reconditioning. 
 
 

Here is their ñMarc Payneò enclosure that we all lay 
awake at night dreaming about.  What a great way to 
maximize space. 

The workspace inside is equally impressive.  A lot of 
their inside, individual cages have built in lighting.  This 
really made an impact for us. 

The Raptor Trust 
utilizes netting in all 
of their enclosure 
construction.  These 
indoor, walk in rooms 
were beautiful. We 
fell in love with them 
immediately because 
they were light, and 
easy to build.  They 
could also be easily 

sectioned off with net panels.  We were even given a 
huge roll of netting as a departure gift!  Good thing Jean 
is an expert car packer! 
 
All of the centers generously gave hours of their busy day 
to share with us.  We were so grateful for their 
enthusiasm and willingness to talk about what works well 
and what does not work so well with their center set up.  
Jean and I returned home with pages and pages of notes 
and the biggest ñTo Doò list of our lives.  You know, you 
can read about a place and get an idea of how things 
work, but it is through being there and having the hands 
on experience where you really find the jewels.  So, 
happy travels!   Bev and Jean       
 


