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Seminar Success Stories:

Wow, did we have a great time! The speakers were
terrific, the crowd appreciative and enthusiastic. We all
learned so very much. Thank you to all the volunteers
who made this possible! Read more inside.

Nothing is better than
handson experience.
We all enjoyed the
opportunity to practice
with the best. Join us
next Oct. 2224 in
Grand Island.

Dr. Erica Miller f,‘
receives Veterinarianf, "
of the Year award ‘
from NYSWRC board
member, Bev Jones
Read more on p. 3

NYSWRC, Inc. is a not for profit membership organiza-
tion dedicated to the education of wildlife rehabilitators,
improvement of the field of wildlife rehabilitation, and
the protection and preservation of the environment.

| welcome your articles, poems, information, questions and artwork. We are pleased to print articles from our
members, but caution each reader that NYSWRC is not responsible for the accuracy of the content or information
provided, and does not necessarily endorse the policies proposed. Submissions should be sent to: nisseqg@aol.com,
to NYSWRC, PO Box 62, Newcomb, NY 12852.
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Presidentdéds Report: 2009 i
Presented by Kelly Martin at the Annual Meeting

This past year has seen some significant changes for
NYSWRC. We have, out of necessity, joined the world of
teleconferencing, conducting much of the organization's

business via the airwaves. It saves us money, saves us tim

and on the whole makes life easier for a volunteer bafard
directors. However, | miss the fateface dialogue and

exchanges, and | miss seeing people who have become
friends as well as fellow board members. The nominating

n Revi ew; 2010 in View
that would be of interest to fellow rehabilitators. We also

welcome ideas for speakers and topics for the seminar next

year-fill out your evaluations, it helps us. Believe it or not,
we begin brainstorming for the next one as soon as the
current seminar is over.

We are own harshest critics and strive to improve with
each new seminar. Above all, we need for your continued
support asnembers. It is true that there is strength

in numbers.

committee has nominated two new members to our board fétaving been involved with NYSWRC nearly since its

the coming year. This is because Patty Bogan moved out ofnception, | feel privileged to work with such a fine group
state. And, sadly we have lost another to cancer. This past of people over these many years. Each seminar becomes
fall, Connie Feissner, a lorgjanding board member and our the culmination of a year's worth of work and effort. It is a

treasurer, died from brain cancer. Connie was always a

time for sharing, laughing, commiseratimglaxing, and

valuable, contributing member of our team. Not only did shdearning. From the board directors, to the members, to
love and care for wildlife, she generously gave of herself to the staff of the state and federal agencies who license us,

help shelter animal¥Ve will miss her and are grateful for
her contributions to NYSWRC. An annual scholarship has
been established to honor her participation in our group.
Your contributions to the scholarship fund are welcome.

NYSWRC continues to work for the betterment of wildlife
rehabilitation in NY through our newsletter, the annual
seminar, and with our working relationships with other
wildlife organizations and our licensing agencies. We are
committed to assist Special Licenséth a review of our
state wildlife rehabilitation program, the related printed

to the many wonderful ogf-state rehabilitators, the
vendors, veterinarians, and biologigtso join us, we are
so glad tawelcomeback our old friends and enjoy
meeting newones. We are glad to see you this year,
and we hope to see and hear from you throughout the
next year.

NYSWRC Appreciates this Thank You Letter
iniHel | o,

| just wanted to thank you and the NYSWRC
board and your volunteers for once again putting on a

materials, and an update of the Study Guide/Exam Booklet wonderful event. Obviously a lot of dedicated work goes

and the RVS Syllabus. This will be a priority goal for the
upcoming year. We welcome the input of our members
towards making this upgrade a reality.

| personally received some criticism for an article | wrote
for RELEASEDN being a professional and obeying our

license conditions and conservation laws. Some people felt

thatit is enough to care about the animals, and tthiek
conditions imposed upon us are a hardgiétting in the
way of caring for animals. Fortunately, more people

into every aspect from finding a location that can meet all
of the special needs to contacting people who are willing
and able to share their wisdom to keeping it all running
smoothly. You all did a fine job! Like good art, a good
conference can alter oneds
think about while admiring the scenery on the drive home.
This was my fifth conference, so | knew a few more
people and had a better idea what to expect and how to
navigate. Having a better idea where | want my service to
wildlife heading and knowing what | need help with made

supported our position than opposed it. This past year saw choosing lectures, labs, and workshops a little easier.

multiple violations by rehabilitators of our license
conditions and some incidenaesulted in legal cases.
NYSWRC stands behind our position that it is our license

that separates us from the general public, anditneedstoba ma z i ng

honored and respected. If certain conditions are not
working and need improvement, now is the time to let us
know as we review our program along with Special
Licenses.

Speaking of member input, we need help from you, our

Knowing | can download the information from classes |
took or those | missed is extremely helpful.

Some of the new or first time presenters were truly
and | 6d like to

term people who keep sharing from their deep wells of
knowledge and experience are also an inspiration and |
hope they keep coming back each year. It was really
wonderful to get a whirlwind tour of where many of our

members and teachers are located and what sorts of caging
members, on many levels. As | like to remind everyone, weand spaces they work with. It was also helpful to hear from

are a volunteer board and balance multiple commitments inour DEC, FWS, and USDA representatives about their

our lives. Just writing oreviewing quality articles for our
newsletterRELEASEIs a huge task. We need articles and
encourage our membership to submit case studies,

needs and expectations and what possible changes lay
ahead for all of us.
I think you struck a really good balance of information

scientific articles on rehabilitating or treating certain speciesfor newbies like me and more experienced rehabilitators

natural history information, artwork, and/or anything

too. Well Donel!

Truly, S. E.H.
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was impressed by their generosity and creativity. The long
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2009 VETERINARIAN OF THE YEAR
Award Presented by NYSWRC and ACES

The New York State Wildlife Rehabilitation Council, Inc.
(NYSWRC) is pleased and honored to announce that
Dr. Erica Miller has been selected as the 2009 Veterinari
of the Year.Each year NYSWRC asks wildlife
rehabilitators from across the state to submit nominations

Congratulations to Dr. Erica Miller!

NYSWRC recognizes Dr. Miller for her efforts to teach
others how to better care for wildlifén this small way,

we would |ike to say fithank
membership for sharing her expertise, her knowledge
and her skills as a wildlife veterinarian. She has in many
ways become part of our family and we are always
happy to have her return every ye#ris in part

because she is such a great wildlife veterinarian that we,
as rehabilitators, value her so highly as a teacher. It is
also because she is such a fine human being that we are
proud to have her as our friend. Thank you Dr. Miller

for all that you do!

of veterinarians who have made significant contributions t@

the field of wildlife rehabilitation.Past winners have all
shared a close and rewarding personal and professional
relationship with the wildlife rehabilitators who nominated
them. This year represents a break with tradition.

Dr. Miller, a resident of Delaware, has been selected
because of her selfless devotion of her time and her skills
training wildlife rehabilitators at the NYSWRC
Seminar.She has served as a speaker and a lab instructo
many seminars and she
request for help from the NYSWRC Boardr. Miller is a
consummate professional, organized, compassionate,
competent, caring, helpful and gepdtured.But she is,
above all, a teacher.

As staff veterinarian for TiState Bird Rescue & Research,
Dr. Miller cares for a multitude of species, helps train

others interested in wildlife care, and responds to oil spills.

She has served on the board of directors for the National
Wildlife Rehabilitators Association (NWRA), she is a past
president of NWRA and she continues to coordinate and
act as an instructor for
Course.Her teaching goes beyond the wildlife
rehabilitation community serving as an adjunct associate
professor at the University of Pennsylvania School of
Veterinary Medicine.Her contributions benefiting wildlife
include serving on the Endangered and {&ame Species
Advisory Committee for the state of New Jersey, the
Scientific Advisory Committee for the Oiled Wildlife Care
Network of California, and the Advisory Board for the
Delaware Wildlife Rehabilitators Association. Dr. Miller is
also a Master Station Bird Bander.

N WR

Veterinarian of the Year
Award Recipients:

1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
Ad s 2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009

Dr. Michael Bonda

Dr. Alison Hazel

Dr. Carl Tomascke

Dr. Basil Tangredi

Dr. Wendi Westrom
IDdi. ICart Eisemard i ¢ i
Dr. James Robinson
Dr. Laura Wade

Dr. Victor J. Dasaro

Dr. Brian Landenberger
Dr. Brian Hall

Dr. Karen Moran

Dr. Erica Miller
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Chimney Swift Rescue
by Nancy Polunci

When Lainie Angel, a licensed wildlife rehabilitator from
Bolton Landing and member of North Country Wild
Care, called us on July 31, we could hear the concern in
her voice. "l have a chimney swift here, and | am in dire
need of finding an active colony to place it in." Chimney
swifts cannot be raised alone, and this one would not
gape (open its mouth to feed). This bird had been found
two days earlier in Ft. Edward near a building that had
been torn down.

After several phone calls and emails, and a posting on the

HudsornMohawk Bird Club site, we had a few leads.
Two people in our area had observed swifts in Glens

Photo by Lainie Angel
For more information on these birds visit:

Falls near the First Baptist Church. Don and | went there WWW.chimneyswifts.org

at dusk and soon discovered approximately 20 of them
circling and feeding on insects. We were elated to see

You will find detailed information on building a nest

four of them enter a chimney at the church. The next daylOWer, how to renest fallen babies, and much more
we met Lainie and another volunteer from North Country@P0ut helping chimney swifts. You will also be able to

Wild Care. Several phone calls for assistance were mad
permission was granted from a church Trustee, and the
swift was placed in the chimney. Success!

Often described as "flying cigars," chimney swifts rarely
perch. They eat, drink and break off twigs for their nests
on the wing. They even bathe by dipping into the water

as they fly over it. Swifts use their long claws and talil

&download the following book.:

REHABILITATION AND CONSERVATION

OF CHIMNEY SWIFTS Chaetura pelagica)

By Georgean Z. Kyle and Paul D. Kyle

lllustrations by Georgean Z. Kyle

Photography by Georgean Z. Kyle and Paul D. Kyle

There is nothing like a nest of baby Chimney Swift to

bristles to cling to the walls of chimneys. Recent changegyring even the most accomplished wildlife rehabilitators
in chimney design have decreased the available nest sitag, their knees- caring for Chimney Swifts is difficult.

which may be a factor in declining population numbers.
Chimney swift towers are being built to provide alternate
housing. Lainie is planning to build one in the future.

Lainie wonders if "maybe we should be encouraging
these insectivores because our other important
insectivore, the Little Brown bat, is suffering significant
population loss due to disease. Chimney swifts feed

This latest edition is the result of more than 20 years of
research and rehabilitation with one of the least known
of our North American breeding migratory birds. 53
pages it contains information necessary to help the
rehabilitator successfully hasrdar Chimney Swifts

from the initial acquisition to final release back into the
wild population.

during the day, while bats feed at night so there are likely _ _ i ,
differences in the insects they feed on (beetle vs. moth). Rehabilitation and Conservation of Chimney Swifts

Regardless, the swifts' decline will result in a change
(increase) in the number of insects in the environment.”

Lainie would like to hear of any locations in the area
where people know of chimney swift colonies.
(lainieangel@hotmail.com).

also contains valuable information on preserving
existing habitat and creating new nesting and roosting
structures

Photos by Bill Hilton,
Jr.
at Hilton Pond Center



