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Back issues of Release are available online. 

Editorôs note: 
I welcome your articles, poems, information, questions and artwork.  We are pleased to print articles from our 
members, but caution each reader that NYSWRC is not responsible for the accuracy of the content or information 
provided, and does not necessarily endorse the policies proposed. Submissions should be sent to: nisseq@aol.com, or 
to NYSWRC, PO Box 62, Newcomb, NY 12852.    

Important Dates: 

NYSWRC Board Meetings are open to everyone. 

E-mail Kelly Martin, President (kmartink@midtel.net) 

to join us. Next meeting is Dec.5, 2010, 10AM 

 

NWRA Symposium:  Feb. 22-26, 2011 

Albany, NY. Visit http://www.nwrawildlife.org/

page.asp?ID=264 for information and fees 

2010 Presidentôs Annual Report to the Membership 
 
Those of us privileged to serve on the Board of 
Directors of the New York State Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Council (NYSWRC) tend to view our year from 
seminar to seminar. It is the pinnacle of our calendar, 
something we plan and work hard forðand once over 
we breathe a sigh of relief.  The seminar and newsletter, 
Release, are our two major annual accomplishments. If 
at the end of a year, we can look back and see four 
issues of the newsletter and the seminar complete, we 
feel that we have met the primary goals of the 
organization to service our members. Simply ódoingô 
these services is not enough though, and we take great 
pride in doing them well. The Council is fortunate to 
have such a dedicated and hard working corps of 
volunteers who care so much about your organization. It 
is my privilege to work with this Board of Directors. 
 
Nearly every Presidentôs Report includes an appeal to 
the membership for help, if not by serving on the board, 
then by contributing to the newsletter or on specific 
projects. This year is no different. Our Board does not 
have a high turnover and to avoid burnout we need an 
infusion of new ideas, current information, and able 
minds and bodies. Sharing the workload is welcome. So 
join us, not just with your membership dollars, but also 
with your active participation. When you cross paths 
with a board member ask them what we are working on 
and offer to help.  
 
Speaking of membership dollars é we need people to 
remain members even after they think they no longer 
ñneedò the Council.  

Article continues on p. 2 

Our NYSWRC Mission: 
NYSWRC, Inc. is a not for profit membership organiza-

tion dedicated to the education of wildlife rehabilitators, 

improvement of the field of wildlife rehabilitation, and 

the protection and preservation of the environment. 

mailto:serwacki@canisius.edu
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Your NYSWRC Board of Directors gathers during the 2010 Annual Seminar.  

  
2010 Presidentôs Annual Report to the Membership, continued 
 
The Council provides invaluable opportunities for those wanting to become licensed, beginner rehabilitators, and 
those at all skill levels. Wildlife rehabilitators benefit from associations with one another. Contributing through 
membership in NYSWRC allows you to give back and support those who are just joining our ranks. Another role of 
NYSWRC is to serve as the voice of wildlife rehabilitation to our licensing agencies and to the public. There is 
strength in numbers, and with input from the membership we speak on behalf of wildlife rehabilitators and act in the 
best interest of our avocation. Please remember to renew your membership annually. 
 
This past year the Council reviewed and reworked the materials used in the NYSDEC Study Guide and Exam 
Booklet. An update is long overdue. We will continue to work on this project in the coming year. We are reviewing 
the RVS Syllabus and suggesting updates to that as well.  However, there will not be substantive changes in the 
Stateôs requirements. To become licensed to handle bats, raccoons, and skunks will still require taking the RVS 
course, obtaining pre-exposure rabies vaccination, facility inspection, and cooperative agreements with local county 
health departments.   
 
Just as NYSWRC maintains a working relationship with Special Licenses and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, we 
encourage individuals to forge their own relationships with their regional DEC personnel, veterinarians, other 
rehabilitators and animal service providers. Networking, the concept that works so well for us, needs to be expanded 
to better serve the public and wildlife. The more resources brought in by the network, the better we can help wildlife 
in need as well as the concerned public. To maintain good relationships with our fellow rehabilitators, we must be 
professional and caring. That means not hogging the glamour species, not dumping all the cottontails, squirrels or 
starlings on other rehabilitators, sharing information, not taking your veterinarian for granted, thanking those who 
care enough to help, and paying attention to our license conditions. It is those conditions and our licenses that 
separate us from the public. Respect them and read them every year when you get them and donôt assume they are the 
same from year to year. There will be changes in the conditions and the reporting periods this year, so it will be 
especially important to review the material.  
 
We wish each and every one of our members a successful year in your rehabilitation endeavors. You are a valued part 
of this organization.  
 
Sincerely, 
Kelly Martin, NYSWRC President 
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Dr. Dunaif is a graduate of Tufts University School of Veterinary Medicine. While at Tufts he was friends with Dr. 
Mark Pokras. For Post Doctoral studies he attended Columbia University and has also continued his education at both 
Catholic University and the University of Utah. He is also a board member of the Erie County Board of Health, 
Niagara Frontier Veterinary Medical Association and Hawk Creek Wildlife Center. 
 
Dr. Matthew Dunaif was nominated by Hawk Creek Wildlife Centerôs Matt Zymanek, who said, ñHe is an excellent 
candidate for NYSWRCôs Vet of the Year award because of his endless dedication to helping animals of all kinds. 
He is a very talented veterinarian and a good friend to wildlife.ò 

Over the years, Dr. Dunaif has given so much of his time and professional services to helping wildlife. He has been 
willing to help any animal in need. It does not matter if it is a mallard duck or a bald eagle or a grey squirrel or a 
black bear, he has never said that he could not help. Even if it 
meant that he would have to perform surgery while on crutches.   

NYSWRC is proud to present this award to such a deserving 
veterinarian.   Board member, Barbara Hollands presented the 
award during the Annual Meeting at Seminar. 

 

 

2010 NYSWRC 

Veterinarian  

of the Year 
Dr. Matthew Duniaf 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Matthew Dunaif is the owner and 
Veterinarian of the East Aurora 
Veterinary Hospital in East Aurora, 
New York and is a Veterinary Medical 
Officer and Consultant for the Western 
New York Veterans Hospital. 
 

 

            Veterinarian of the Year  

             Award Recipients: 

 

   1997   Dr. Michael Bonda 

   1998   Dr. Alison Hazel 

   1999   Dr. Carl Tomascke 

   2000   Dr. Basil Tangredi 

   2001   Dr. Wendi Westrom 

   2002   Dr. Carl Eisenhard 

   2003   Dr. James Robinson 

   2004   Dr. Laura Wade 

   2005   Dr. Victor J. Dasaro 

   2006   Dr. Brian Landenberger 

   2007   Dr. Brian Hall 

   2008   Dr. Karen Moran 

   2009   Dr. Erica Miller 

   2010   Dr.  Matthew Dunaif 



 

4 

Fox Rehabilitation, by Molly Gallagher  
Silver Lair Sanctuary 
 
Helen was found on May 8, in a most typical scenario 
for an orphaned red fox, sleeping on the side of the road. 
She was thin and had no fear of people. Her finders 
picked her up and brought her to a nearby rehabilitator. 
Helen was vet checked, wormed and observed for any 
illnesses (rabies, mange). She was transferred to me 
after a few weeks, as her first rehabber did not have 
outdoor caging for foxes. This was my first fox pup of 
the year, so my next step was to go about getting 
another. I would never raise a pup alone, but I do have 
foster dads that can at least provide company and 
playtime, teach fox etiquette, and be role models.        
Lone orphan foxes will get extremely despondent when 
caged alone. 
 
In response to my request for a "foster sibling," two     
rehabbers "re-directed" delivery to me of a young male 
who was found with a broken leg. He had already had 
surgery on the leg and had a permanent pin installed. 
Troy arrived on June 5. He had a few days to go in 
quarantine, but was introduced to Helen and my two 
fosters on the 8th. Everyone was given a dose of 
Revolution prior to entering the outside cage. Itôs hoped 
that Revolution acts as a preventative for sarcoptic 
mange. Red foxes are very susceptible and its not worth 
taking the risk of someone coming in with it or picking 
it up. Mange mites are all over, just waiting for the 
young, the old and the unhealthy. 
 
The two had a wonderful time growing up together,        
chasing each other and wrestling every single evening. 
Oh, and did I mention the screaming during play at 3 
am? This is very typical of reds, but not grays. Helen 
and Troy were released together on July 29th. 
 
We seem to have a need for more fox rehabbers in the 
state. Itôs an expensive and time consuming endeavor, 
but very worthwhile. It really must be a specialization. 
Foxes canôt be raised indoors, in dog crates or in homes. 
Not so good in close neighborhoods either, the smell is 
very similar to skunk. Seems like I shouldnôt have to say 
all that, but I once received a rescued red fox raised in 
an aquarium, nearly full grown! And a dog run wonôt 
make it as a fox cage either. Theyôll dig out under and 
scale 10 foot high chain link fencing in a heartbeat.  
 
You will need to find a veterinarian willing to work 
with these animals. Many vets are under the impression 
that foxes are "RVS species" and will not handle them. 
Although under the NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation's rules for rehabbers they are not RVS 
species; they can, of course, carry rabies. Be sure to take 
the RVS class at the NYSWRC conference before you 
take foxes. Its not required, but highly recommended. 
And know that your high quality kibble and frozen mice 
bill will be high! 
 
When I say fox rehabilitation is a specialty, it's nothing 
when compared to the difficulties encountered with 
coyotes.  
  

Among them, you canôt roof a cage large enough for a 
coyote in this climate. They donôt always get along, and 
finding a good release site without an established 
pack is daunting. So its pretty important to be able to 
tell the difference between a fox kit and a coyote pup, 
and know who is your nearest coyote rehabilitator. 
 
These are just a few of many pieces of information you 
will want to keep at hand if you want to take on the task 
of fox rehabilitation. There are many good books and 
articles, and many good fox rehabbers to assist you. 
Even if you can just stabilize until a rehabber can be 
found, you're making a difference. 

ñHelenò in travel crate, on her way to release site. 

 
Fundraising Fun 
 
Thanks to Jean Alden 
for counting all those 
rabbit droppings.  We 
really do ask a lot of our 
NYSWRC Board 
Members! 
 
Matt Serwacki, you did 
a great job selling all 
those 50/50 tickets. 
 
Sue Vogel, was winner 
of the ñbest guess,ò with 
20,019 poo pellets. 

 
 ñNever, never be afraid to do what's right, especially 

if the well-being of a person or animal is at stake. 
Society's punishments are small compared to the 
wounds we inflict on our souls when we look the 
other way." 
        Martin Luther King 
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SeminarðBy the Numbers: 

  

     2   Countries represented 

     2 Field trips 

     4 Days of the event 

   11 States represented 

   14 Scholarships awarded 

   28 Teachable hours per person 

   34 Expert Speakers 

   48 Classes offered 

 208 Participants 

 374 Days between Seminars 

 Unlimited: Networking Possibilities 

 Too Numerous to Count: Hours of Fun 

 Next is: Lake George Nov. 4-6, 2011 

 

  

 

 

 

From the Seminar Chair, By Steven Freiman 
 
Iôd like to take this opportunity to thank the many people 
who made our 2010 Conference possible.  The NYSWRC 
board members work on the seminar throughout the year, 
and are already planning the next one in  Lake George.  
Each board member plays and important role during the 
conference. Thanks to you all! 
 
Our speakers receive very little enumeration for their 
participation at conference. Yet, they travel from far and 
wide to be with us, and they gladly share their valuable 
knowledge with our attendees.  Most provide written 
materials to match their lectures which serve as a resource 
for your later use.  We couldnôt hold a seminar without the 
help of all our speakers.  
 
We need to thank our AV gurus, John Frink and John 
Satta, as they help us each year to ensure that all AV 
situations are firmly under control and everything works 
well for our speakers. 
 
Our advertisers and vendors come with the hopes of 
selling their products, but really spend the majority of 
their time sharing their knowledge to educate us.  
 
The field trips to Hawk Creek and Messinger Woods  
were  wonderful and allowed us a chance to visit and  
learn from textbook examples of quality rehabilitation 
centers at work.  
 
The annual raffle and silent auction provide needed 
income for the next seminar. Special thanks go to Patrick 
Martin and Matt Zymanek for all their work soliciting, 
and presenting, the donated items in such a fun manner. 
And a very sincere thank you to all those members who 
donated items to the raffle or auction. We couldnôt do it 
without your help. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 

A Letter Received: 
 
I attended my second NYSWRC conference in Grand 
Island in October 2010, and I was once again óblown 
away.ô My first NYSWRC conference in 2009 was 
amazing, so I had high expectations for this yearôs 
conference. I was once again truly impressed by the 
knowledge and information made available by this 
yearôs speakers and the NYSWRC organization. I am 
looking forward to attending the 2011 conference. 
 
The main reason I am writing is to thank you for the 
NYSWRC $300. scholarship toward my RVS training, 
awarded in honor of Connie Feissner. It has been, and 
is, one of my goals to treat and rehabilitate rabies vector 
species, raccoons, skunks, and bats. There are no active 
RVS wildlife rehabilitators in the county where I reside. 
It is a definite need here. I am currently completing my 
RVS application to be sent in to the NYS DEC in hopes 
of being licensed prior to 2011 spring babies.  
 
NYSWRCôs generous scholarship is greatly 
appreciated. It is organizations like yours that make         
my endeavor a success.   

Sincerely, a grateful member 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Illustration by George West 

 
 
 

Wren Diet, By Robyn Graboski  
 
Over the past 22 years, I have raised hundreds of baby 
birds every year.  And I was never satisfied with the 
recipes and diets that were out there. This diet has 
worked better than anything that I have tried.  
With this diet, I can raise wrens, warblers, chickadees, 
robins, grackles, phoebes etc.  
 
Robyn's Baby bird diet: 
2 Cups water (16 oz), 1 HB egg w/out shell, 1 jar 
Gerber Chicken (71 g), 1/2 tsp Avian vitamins, 1 tsp 
LA200, 2.5 tabs of 600 mg Calcium (or 3.75 g Calcium 
powder), 1 tablet B-complex/Vit C (crushed)  
 
Blend well, then add 2/3 cup Eukanuba Kitten dry, 1/3 
cup Feline Science Dry Light dry, Blend 3-5 min.  
 
Ca:P ratio = 2:1    Of course supplement with insects. 
 
I have tried other cat food, without science diet light and 
other variations. This recipe works the best, and I have 
used this over the past 15 years with great success.  
 
Robyn is a federally licensed avian rehabilitator from 
PA. She has a background in animal nutrition, and she 
hopes this diet will help with your songbird care. 
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